: L}‘né'ty in the Paragraph ‘ ; Dczug*“@(“ y

In pursuing unity of théUgh‘t and of Vesling, the paragraph must contain
- nothing extransous. The writer must omit the odd fact which hapgens © be -
true, bbt whicy is wrn»l‘wam @ the towic. The @dd fac: violates Unity and
distrasts the reader. :

Read the foilowing paragrapn to see Mh&th""?’ any aetas {s) viclate the
unlt/ of th:; paragrapi: - . o .

we never had mcucahi tine to eat lunch in high school: huf of
the t'me I’¢ get a mmac hache from hurriecly woifing duwr tha
foud. The food was lousy, anyway, and the Kitchen nwelp resent-
ed_tie winimum wage. We complained o the administraticn, but
it dida’t do any gdud. We were ofien held up in getiing nto
the cafeteria because the lunchiocm helpers wers slow in
getling the tablss and the food ready. The, I¥ you were bra of
the people who got irgt toward the end, you vituid have ic walt
a fong time in line. Ubmetimes the Jocks, who acted as lunch-
room pelice, would hold you up, too, trying to baa iy wou m*’o
buymg & faoltbarl ~aa:huw:,l,ﬁe,,

We must remam alert o maintain unity of subjest in our paragiaphs,

- beceuse the associations in oar thought, which can lead us to gm; ideas
and percepilons, can slsc lgaj ug into Irrelevance. When we be:Pa o wWrite
about a subliect, our mind g Ifis from one thouﬂhx to =nother, Dy 53er‘ sonal
asscoiation. This random, uncensored thinking ‘can be useful for . rva'tnerrm1
material. -But we must teko care that it not lead t: rambling orcarc'amzawmx,
Because the readar does nci share our. privalte menorics end feeli 1gs, h@
cannot see the conneciions we make--and we fall (o make confact. Here is

an example frow a student v,.)ap..zr. o

Al th@ re*‘ent ,om" arn over the slaughter of whales who s
specias are neariy gxtinct has reminded me of my childhood, ‘
interest in whales an:d other wild animals, especially animalg *
wiho prey. I was particulariy Tascinalted Lc‘/ the killer whales,
which travel in packs like woives often attacking la-~ger whales.
They wil tear off the lips and tongue firet, their favorite,
parts. But man has bosn almost solely resporsible for thé ;
' dangerous depletion ¢f some ¢ the waale pcpulations, such 4s
the blue whale. 8lill, T can revember the fear that animals like
puff addsrs, tarartulas, and sharks could inspi-e in me &3 C &
ch lig. So 1 wonuer if, in certain cas~e we aren’'t being hypo'
critical far blaming the peopls who ac-tuau_y live n fands inhub- -
~  ited by animals like tigers and wolves for kilbhing them. We - - '
might be just as Vrightened and xrmﬂ:icnﬂl a3 they are, qUt max
i st dee wn’t male It mght o t
The tnca,gms in this Daraﬂraph make con nerﬂon.u for the writery but not
'for the reader. The writér lumps from the threat to whale populations o
his childhcod interests, then to the habits pf killer whaleg, then' {o gues-
txons of man’s rational and irrationsl fears of :areuaﬁorv ammaiw Tw write o
unlfied paragroph, h2 would have to decide what the topic of his’ paragraph
sught to be and then stick o that '?.:)D’u.. We cannot exnect b readers o e
patiert with a rambling, digsrganized paragraph, nor can w;. expet,t them 1o
read our minds. and recog ‘r ze an order that is per sonal 1o us.



V‘Ji‘th these thoughits in mind, re-read irour descriptive papers o see
.wraether aa@h paragmph is unified, whether each one has a cleal purpose
{hopatully stated> ip a tqpic sentence at the begmmng of tha’ paragraph)
artd detsils that al!u.a‘u a‘t&"?t’ha? purpoeé Than, for-r*gome mrk 1 would like
you o wirite a pa-‘*agnmn b)""@c&?‘q@ﬁ"c@h outline of: \aour papar, indicating,
first, what the point c:f ea ,’_par& raph was (or wa&u u‘p.pc»aed to be) and,
sacond, what details you. used 40 carry that pomt acm{» ;AR exampie of
. such an ouﬂmex maqht look - like l.hi : :

e, r“.

Pafaﬂramh 1 (aher m‘zzcwiucﬁon) in Waotmcmland the c;ct'w{ies one can
partake n are ¢'§m=r'si'a, and thay reveal scmethmg of th@ 'm@panty of
living standards in the town as weil o

Datail 1: Tha visitor can- enjoy the aroma of the stockyards. .

Detail 2: He can waich the rich sit at thelr clubs, drmﬂmg gm next 1o

‘ pcmi:; of c"m:r!w, bnmde flat golf courses.

Detail 3: He can we ;zk. up the sides of ugly buiidmg on dry Sunday\,.,

Dertall A‘&,}He ‘can lés en to the mediey of rock-station radios ﬂﬂ aeverai

© parks. R ‘ _

Detail 5: He can ’cry ;ieekving for a ’Week or so, untii he Is abie o leave.

/mzaiwa the fotlowing pamgraph ‘or umty ' -

T‘z\is pis.c@ tnat 1 have @men,d jl_,,s'c now ssems to be an ocasis ﬂf peaca
and harmcny in a bustling city. To my left and rﬁght there arq two typlcal
park benchas In rad with rought—;ron legs. The paint’ is chippcd but the
- four old hmie thet f'at on the bench fo my right don’t seam 1o mino, The/
“talk to each orher or jiJS' enjoy the sun shining on their wmt‘nr white
faces. the {lﬁhmr bench is oc t,ug)aed by'a middie-aged couple d: iscussing
something. As I continug down the path, I see an empty bench, and the
- garbage cun rext to i is slowly” ove-rﬂowmg arid some litter is: a%raady
-lying on the ground. 1 decid e to sit on this one, since scme of ‘the other 3
or 4 be NCTIES alonq the path am alres xdy cocupied by all sorts lof people
8N pyxrm. /ae B ccn rem’ﬂn&mg or mikﬂng to fnach other. - ,

e D!@-:V@!Qp'meht: . Og*dger and- blamty

IF we w0 nct wam ) lm‘ﬂ‘ue or cmfu\s& the reader our inf orma‘txon or
argument jpust. be orderiy. Thmgo must Tollow each other with a. senss of
purpose. Purpose makes ¢l aruy, e canno?' say, "Oh, I forgot "0 \.,ay.,.n,"' or -
jedve cut steps in our pmgr%s. _Wh mus it move i an orderly way, from
eariier to later, or from less 0 more importam or from p@ruphery to
center, or frem smaller 0 lar ger, or from larger to .;nauar. Sometimes we
ws!’ want o rove fr‘um cehteyr o p@rishery from. present o past.. Bul we

ust not scaiter our sequenc f—frc)‘m larger to. smaller to larger ¢ larger to-
smr,ﬂi@s‘ tw Sarge<1’ to larger t» smallest 10 ‘large. We may want A B CDE K’
Cn oucasion vie may went Z Y X W, but never AQI XL .

Analyze the order in whic‘h details are presented in this paragr(,.ph:

. The birds -ofien ﬂ¢z k in huge numbers ¢n trees, sometinies
‘aruaktrq timbe off. Thvy may bury a car parked below them in’
uhnive cunfan .>tﬁr!mgq 't.,an be a terrible nuisance. The dark
nurplist-black pests r(.ay tear ‘up a whole lawn in the p'r‘ocess
of searshing for wormb and insecis, martucuiar!v as winter,

?.mma:i ¢s and live ﬂ od gets scarcs. The'r antics can uri ve a
noFeowner out cf his iree. In large enng! umbers, thay. can
crente a din of ‘/oares that blocks out all other sounds in the
ared. Thelr crieg are! istrident and irritating.



