Seminars
English 101

Doughexrty

'Seminar Rules

The seminavs are designed to improve your writing by giving you the
double cpportunity of giving and receiving helpful advice.So that you
may fully benefit from these seminars, you need to be awaxre of thé )
responsibilities that go along with then.

1. A neatly-typed copy of your paper must be handed to sach member
of your seminar group the class before the group m2ets to discuss your
paper. It is essential that you provide the copies to your group in
advance so that each person will have time o read your paper and make
well--informed, written comments. .

2. Touxr paper should be double-gpaced, as usual, ard each line should
be numberaed for speedy reference. L
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3, Once you have received a copy of the paper to be discussed, wead i€ *°
carefully and wriie down the type of comments that pertain to the area S
which you have been assigned. (You may, and probably should, make notes
in the margin of each paper that psrtain to othex aspects of ¢he papsr
also=-this will allow you to comment intelligently on the presentaticns
of others.) Your comments should be vexy specific; for example, 1f you are
discussing organization, you might point out a problem on page 3; line
75, and give a suggestion for improvement, or you might point out a
particularly strong point or example on page 2, line 34, and explain .
what makes it strong. ' '
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4. Use these criteria when anzlysing the papers:

A. Organization (éroup leadaer)s

* Does the author guide you thwough the paper so that you know
vhere you are going? Could this be improved? How&

* How about transitions between sentenées? Are they choppy or
seeningly unrelated?

B
* Does the author present his or her proposal clearly?
* Does he or she present opposing views clearly?

* Does the conclusion do more than just repeat what’s been stated?
Is there a significant, heightened plea for support?

B. Evidences:

* Is there enough evidence to support oxr back up the author’s
position?



# Does the author use illustrations well? Do they clearly support
or illustrate his or her assertiocns?

* Do we know where the author got the evidence?
C. Refutations
* Does the author consider opposing views?

# Has he or she considerxed all of the opposing views that you
- can think of? : :

* Does the authoxr face those objectmas squaxely, not skiriing
the issues? How? '

#* Hould you accept oxr comsider well-thought-out the author's
~ - answers to the objections? :

D. Ethos:

% How would you descxibe the author’s voice oxr tome? Is it
appropriate? Any place(s) where the tone is inconsistent
ox lnappropriate? : -

* Any problems with punctuation, spelling, or grammar?

E. Feasibility of Proposal:

# Could the proposal bs realistically acceﬁted and carried out?

# Could the author hand this proposal to somecne specific
who could take action?

#* Do you feel the proposal itself nceds to be altered in any way?

The quesations in each category need to be answered specifically. Give
examples fxom tho papers, citing illustrations of geod writing as well as
passages which need improvement. .

You should have at least a pége of comments for cach categoxry,
written legibly so that the authors of the papexs can rezd them, and
be prepared to discuss not only your category but everyome else’s, t00.

Each presentation should be from 5-7 minuies. ”

The soomexr you begin, ‘the easier it will be. Goed luck and, after
it’s over, have a good tuxkey. You desexrve it.



